Date: January 10, 2007

Dear LEA:

The Medicaid reimbursement rules will be different this year for children with behavior needs.  For Medicaid eligible students with IEPs and behavior needs, who have a paraprofessional or other LEA staff members, e.g. teacher, funded through State dollars, the LEA can claim reimbursement for mental health services, provided that a Medicaid-recognized Mental Health Professional attest that the service provision was consistent with the IEP.

School Pyschologists and School Social Workers employed by Heartland AEA 11 can sign off as “Supervisors of Behavior Programs” for those children for whom you as a district choose to initiate and complete the claim forms.  You can get more information about Medicaid and the claim process from Dann Stevens at the Iowa Department of Education. 

The purpose of this letter is to describe the information that School Psychologists and School Social Workers will be looking for when asked to sign a claim.  

a. Is there a behavior goal or behavior intervention plan?

b. Is there a paraprofessional or other LEA staff member designated for supporting behavior, in Page F of the IEP?

c. Is there progress monitoring data on the goal?

d. Is there alignment between a, b, and c?

A “no” answer to any of the 4 questions ethically necessitates that staff person declining to sign off on the claim.  If a staff person has to decline on signing off on a Medicaid claim related to behavior, that staff person will work with the IEP team and teaching staff to remedy the problem.  The IEP team might reconvene to add a goal or behavior plan.  The IEP team might meet to re-write Page F of the IEP to better reflect service delivery.  The Heartland professional might work with the classroom teacher on revising the progress monitoring procedures, and might reconvene the IEP team if changes to the IEP need to be made in the area of monitoring progress.  Lastly, the IEP team might reconvene to discuss better alignment of the behavior plan goals, service delivery, and data. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Regional Coordinator in your area.

Sincerely,

