	Standard
	Source & Example
	Question Answered
	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	Normative comparisons
	Collect data from many individuals on the same measure
	• How does an individual’s performance compare to the performance of others?
	• Helps understand relative standing or ranking as compared to others.
	• May gloss over absolutes (average among a group of all low performers may still not be good enough). 

	Local Norm
	Collected locally (classroom, school, district, AEA)

· District norms for math applications

· Heartland norms for preschool IGDIs
	•Is Sue’s behavior similar to other students in the same grade in her building?

 How do Tori’s writing skills compare to a representative sample of students within Heartland?
	• Highly relevant comparisons at classroom and school level

• Can be collected for uncommon data elements
	• Regional norms (AEA) may not be appropriate for some buildings or classrooms

• Local norm may be out of line with other data (high or low achieving school)

	National Norms
	Collected by test publisher or other external source

· ITBS/ITED scores
	• Is Eva’s reading within the typical range?

• Does Jim’s math achievement exceed 95% of students in the national sample?
	• Often collected using rigorous sampling to allow inferences about the population in general

• Provides an external reference for performance
	• May not reflect local achievement differences (high or low achieving school)

• Not available for many measures

• May be poorly collected, outdated or not well documented.

	User Norms
	Dynamic norms based on user-data

· NWEA/MAP scores

· Heartland DIBELS norms (they are recalculated annually based on Heartland school data collection)
	• How well does Sam perform relative to others using this test?
	• Close ties to the users of the test allow for inferences about student performance relative to others in the school.
	• May not represent performance of the general population. There may be systematic biases affecting whose performance is included in the norms.

	Peer Comparison
	Collected by evaluator from others in the same environment

· Data collected on playground behavior

· How many words per minute peers copy from the board 
	• How does Matt’s assignment completion compare to classmates?
	• Can be generated and applied to unique measures without any other standard

• Direct ties to current setting.
	• At risk of sampling errors

• May produce inaccurate comparison relative to other standards.



	Criterion Based Standards
	• Expectations or targets from data, opinion or law. 
	• Is Gwen doing as well as we want?
	• Presents an absolute target or criterion for success
	• In some cases, the basis on which the criteria were established may be questionable

	Research Standard
	Empirical research results provide data-based targets

· DIBELS benchmarks

· 0-3 IGDI ECI
	· Is Len meeting targets that indicate he is likely to be successful?
	• Provides clear targets that have been backed up by research

• May involve articulated targets across various measures
	• May not be available for many measures

• Can be challenging to develop – require large samples of data gathered systematically

• Not an absolute, just a statistical estimate. A score of X may not actually represent success.

	Developmental Standard
	Observation, data collection and/or clinical judgment

· Listening skills (DASL)

· Iowa Articulation Norms

· Ages and Stages Questionnaire

· Creative Curriculum


	• Has Will met the 3-year milestones?

• Is Pat’s motor development on track?
	• Helps connect a child’s skills to typical developmental patterns
	• Targets may or may not be accurate

	Parent Expectation
	Parent input

· Specific behavior expectations
	• Is Ben complying with parent expectations?
	• Meaningful to parents
	· May be out of line with other targets

· May not be well defined

· May not be reasonable

	Teacher Expectations
	Teacher/service provider input

· Classroom behavior expectations

· Expected accuracy

· An expected level of independence
	• Does Ruth’s behavior comply with teacher expectations?
	• Directly connected to classroom

• Meaningful to the teacher
	• May be out of line with other targets

• May not be reasonable

• May not be well defined

	Policy Standard
	School rules and policies

· Attendance

· District Benchmarks

· Iowa Early Learning Standards (IELS)
	• Is Meg meeting district requirements for credits?
	• Highly relevant to the current environment
	• May be out of line with other targets

	Medical Standard
	Accepted medical standards

· American Academy of Pediatrics

· Visual Acuity

· American Medical Association
	· Does Kristi have a vision loss?
	· Provide clear criteria

· Nationally and internationally accepted
	· May not be aligned with educational expectations

· May be out of line with other targets
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These descriptions are not intended to be in order of rigor.


