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What makes the data we use for discrepancy determination more or less rigorous?

Technical Adequacy

· Standard Administration
· Reliability: Consistency
· Validity: The test measures what it is intended to measure
· Performance Standard: Data must be able to be compared to a performance standard to be useful to make decisions
Objectivity

· Data that refers to observable and measurable characteristics of the problem 

· Objective data can be measured quantitatively or qualitatively

Amount

· Number of data sources

· Consistent data collected at different times

· Consistency across data provides more confidence in our decisions

Directness of Measure

· Method of collection: Direct observation/assessment, Review of permanent product, parent checklist, teacher rating, teacher/parent report

· The more direct the measure, the more confidence can be placed in the result

